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Research Methodology

The purpose of this course is to provide an introduction to the research methods used in
the social and behavioral sciences, and to enhance students’ ability in doing research. Amongst
the topics covered in this course are basic research concepts, research questions and
hypotheses, types of research design, research methods, data analysis and interpretation, and
writing research reports. In addition, by examining the related literature in early childcare and
in-class discussions, it is expected that students will gain valuable insights and enhance their
ability to apply critical thinking while conducting research.
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Advanced Social Science Statistics

This course provides a broad perspective on the theory, methods, and tools of advanced
statistics. The course also focuses on enhancing students’ independent thinking and
problem-solving skills in an educational environment. Also included in this course are an
introduction to inferential statistics, parameter estimation, hypothesis testing, correlation
analysis, regression analysis, ANOVA, ANCOVA, analysis of category data, factor analysis,
discriminate analysis, and nonparametric analysis.
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Special Issues in Early Childhood Education and Care Services

It is important for students of preschool education to recognize the current trends in early
childhood education and care from the perspective of OECD. The purpose of this course is to
analyze Taiwan’s early childhood education from the perspective of OECD; to explore the
evolution of educare services; to recognize the significance and functions of educare services;
to understand the various types of delivery and management systems for providing child care
services; to analyze childcare service policies; and to understand trends in international
childcare services. The course materials mainly consist of research papers, articles, and other
documents related to educare services. Since most of these materials are written in English, the
students need to have a strong ability in reading English and are expected to read the materials
before each class.
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Seminar in Child Growth and Development: Infantcy through Early Childhood

This course helps students acquire knowledge regarding child growth and development
throughout the infant and early childhood stage. In addition to an introduction to various
theories of child development, students have an opportunity to integrate different aspects of
development through in-class discussions. Students who satisfactorily complete this course
will be able to analyze child development from a holistic perspective. Readings and reports on
recent findings in child development are included.
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Seminar in Infant and Early Childhood Education
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This course explores critical issues in infant and early childhood education, including the
methods of early education, critical education theories and philosophies, education policies,
curriculum and instruction design, the education environment, professional training, and career
planning and development. Students in this course are expected to enhance their critical
thinking skills and to become familiar with current perspectives on related educational issues.
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Seminar in Infant and Child Health Care

This course focuses on the health, safety, and nutrition of infants and children, and also
covers their physical and psychological development, with an emphasis on the integration of
theory and practice. The students are required to submit research reports on a specific topic in
this field, so as to enhance their ability to carry out scholarly work in a professional
environment.
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Seminar in Infant and Child Welfare Services

T

The main purpose of this course is to discuss the current state of infant and child welfare
in Taiwan. This course covers national legislation, social policies, related laws, the residual
orientation and the institutional orientation to child welfare services, infant and child welfare
in other countries, and the current context of infant and child welfare services, including
supportive services, supplementary services, and substitute services. Lectures and group
discussions will be included in this course to improve students’ professional capacities.
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Seminar in Administration and Management of Child Care Organizations

The purpose of this course is to help students acquire knowledge and skills relating to the
professional administration and management of infant and childcare organizations. The topics
covered in this course include child policies, related laws, personnel, community relations,
leadership, and parent education. In this course, students will learn the practical features of
running a daycare program, and develop their professional expertise in infant and childcare.
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Topics in Child Guidance and Behavior Problems

This course is based on theories from psychology, education, and human development.
The main purpose is to discuss and devise effective strategies for solving the problems of child
behavior typically encountered while working in an educational setting. The course is divided
into three parts. The first part consists of the theory and practice of child guidance; the second
part covers typical problems in child behavior, including aggressive behavior, problems
relating to food and nutrition, toilet training, sleeping problems, emotional problems,
hyper-activity, and antisocial behavior; the third part covers childhood behavior disorders,
including anxiety disorders, depression and peer relations, learning disabilities, over-activity
disorders, mental retardation, autism, childhood schizophrenia, disorders involving basic
physical functions, and psychosomatic disorders.
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Individual Development and Family Relations

The emphasis of this course is on individual development in the family system, and
interpersonal interactions within family systems throughout the life cycle. This course
encourages students to think of people and environments in terms of relationships. In this
course, students learn how human development largely occurs in the larger context of the
family system, and how the family system is impacted by the social environment, all of which

influences how an individual’s life will unfold and develop.
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Early Development and Interventions for Children with Special Needs

The purpose of this course is to help students to understand, analyze, and assess educational
policies relating to children with special needs, and includes the context, formulation,
implementation, and review of related educational policies, important policies and legislation
in the field of early childhood education, and trends in the integration of childcare and
education. The teaching methods used include lectures, discussions, and project reports. The
main topics covered in this course include cognitive, physical, lingual, sensory, and
social-emotional development, as well as assessment and placement, and trends in early
intervention.
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Early Child Development and Learning Assessment
The purpose of this course is to explore child development and learning, as well as the
related principles, methodologies, and applications. In this course students gain an in-depth
understanding of child development and learning assessment, by investigating the
development, selection, and application of a variety of assessment instruments for child
development and learning. The teaching methods used include lectures, discussions, and

project reports.
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Issues in Teaching Theory and Practice
This course introduces students to various important theories of education, including
behaviorism, cognitivism, and constructivism, and how they have been put into practice in
early childhood education. The teaching methods used include lectures, discussions, and
project reports.
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Models of Childcare and Early Childhood Education

This course introduces students to various models of childcare and education in nursery
and daycare services, enabling them to recognize and compare the social and philosophical
background of each model. The topics covered include how the roles of teacher and child are
conceived in each model, and students are encouraged to find ways for improving each model.
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Curriculum Development and Evaluation

In this course students gain: (1 )an understanding of the evolution of curriculum design, as
well as related and trends; ( 2) the ability to rationally evaluate a curriculum; and ( 3) the ability
to formulate their own curriculums and to apply and evaluate them. The course includes analysis
of curriculum design, implementation, and evaluation; the critical review of curriculum
materials; and the application of curriculum principles in childhood education. The teaching
methods used include lectures, discussions, and project reports.
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Topics in Infant and Child Play

This course is designed to enhance students’ knowledge and critical ability in the field of
infant and child play. Major issues discussed in this course include theories of play, the
relationship between play and development, the development of play, the observation of
children’s play behavior, specific topics related to toy and play materials, the play environment,
and adult influences on children’s play behavior. Most classes will include a discussion on a
paper. Students are expected to select a specific topic and investigate it.
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Topics in the Physical Assessment of Infant and Children

This course includes an introduction to the normal growth and development of infants
and children, theories of growth and development, physical assessment of infants and children,
newborn screening, and identification and assessment of abnormalities. To practice what has
been taught in class is a must. A thesis on a specific topic in the field should be written by the
end of the course.
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Topics in Nutrition and Diet of Infants and Children
This course is designed for graduate students of the Department of Infant and Child Care.
The lectures cover the growth and development of infants and preschoolers, as well as their
nutritional requirements, dietary behavior, obesity, and malnutrition.
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Topics in Child Care and Health Policy

In this course faculty in various fields teach on different aspects of child health-care
problems, both domestic and international. The topics covered in the class include
government regulations and policies relating to child healthcare, education, welfare, and
protection. The class mainly consists of group discussions, including a discussion on the
feasibility of establishing alternative policies at the end of the course.
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Topics in Child Care and Medlcal Genetics

This course focuses on the principles of genetics and related clinical cases, and also
covers genetic counseling, clinical genetics, cytogenetics, and molecular biology. The course
includes clinical practice in genetic counseling and the integration of theory and practice. The
students are required to submit a research report on a particular topic in this field, so as to
strengthen their scholarly and teaching expertise.

41



v~ ARTIRIRAEE (2 ) ¢ ARTIIRE

PiAmflsRmy 384
NRAR g AR 2R AR T E’I%ﬁi ARBE 2 TR % o FRARK PR AR 2 AR 5T

:é A#H T -Bared g MR R AR L FRAZ P WA FAREF D
2o B A 5 ﬁ;°
AN B @ AR AR AR g e @i AT TR AR TE AL g
iy 252w %ﬁ CARE FTRY T F AR 2 RO E AR TR e

Topics in Child Welfare Policies

The main purpose of this course is to present and discuss the current child welfare
policies of Taiwan. The topics covered in this course include the national legislation on child
welfare, social policies and child welfare, the law and child welfare, social security and child
welfare, social relief and child welfare, and comparisons of the child welfare policies in
different nations.
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Topics in Social Work Practice

The purpose of this course is to help students acquire knowledge and skills in social work
and the role of childcare organizations. The topics covered in this course include the historical
development of social work, values and ethics in social work, the helping process, needs
evaluation and treatment program planning, the technology and strategy of change, problem
solving, enhancing the relationships of family members, social advocacy, the methods of
social work, and current trends. In this course, students will learn the practical features of
social work, and develop their professional expertise in this area.
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Issues in Child care Ecology from a Global Perspective

This course compares various critical issues present in the childcare system of different
countries. Selected topics in this course include the establishment of childcare systems in

42



various countries, the development of a childcare delivery system, early childhood program
management, the cooperative relationship between the family and childcare system, and policy
issues regarding early childhood programs. After completing this course, students will have
gained a more realistic view concerning the care and education children receive every day in
an early childhood program. Students will learn to identify problems, analyze them, and figure
out ways to solve them. Lectures and group discussions are the main teaching methods used in
this course.
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Topics in Child Protection Services

Selected topics in this course include the historical background of child protection
services, the related laws and policies, the definitions and the indicators of child abuse,
delivery systems, how child protection services actually work, the current protective service
programs in Taiwan and other countries, and current trends in child protection services. The
main teaching methods used in the course are lectures and group discussions.
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Nonprofit Organization Management

The purpose of this course is to familiarize students with the management of nonprofit

organizations. The topics covered in this course include identifying the mains approaches to

nonprofit management and governance, the theory of organization, environment and
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materials management, financial management, maintaining high quality administrative
functions, working with community, planning a volunteer program, human resource
management, staff training, and program evaluation. This course also aims to enhance

students’ knowledge and skills in nonprofit organization management.
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Management of Childcare Facilities

The purpose of this course is to familiarize students with the management of childcare
facilities. The topics covered in this course include the various modes of childcare, the roles
and functions of the manager of a childcare facility, management of a childcare environment
and materials, choosing an appropriate childcare model, management of child health and safety,
maintaining a high-quality curriculum and level of instruction, working with parents, and staff
training. The aim of this course is to enhance students’ knowledge and skills in childcare
management.
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Human Resource Management

The purpose of this course is to familiarize students with the recruitment, selection,
appointment, training, and remuneration of childcare staff. The topics covered include the
theory, practice, and trends in human resource management (HRM) in childcare and
educational institutions. The teaching methods in this course include lectures, discussions, and
project reports.
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Leadership and Communication

The major purpose of this course is to present the leading theories of leadership and
communication, in a way that will be useful to students in their respective professions and
daily lives. The course is divided into two parts: 1) types of leadership, the traits and skills of
an effective leader, the accommodation between leadership and environment, and the cultural
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dimensions of leadership; and 2) basic and advanced communication skills, conflict resolution
skills, social skills, family skills, and public speaking skills.
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Quialitative Research Methods

This course introduces qualitative research methods and their applications in the early
childcare field. The topics covered in this course include qualitative perspectives on research,
qualitative research design, qualitative data collection and analysis, and qualitative research
reporting. The main teaching methods in this course are lectures and case studies. By doing a
qualitative research project, students will become familiar with qualitative methods and their
current applications in early childcare.
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Independent Study

This course offers students opportunities to improve their research capabilities. The topics
covered in this course include selecting research topics, doing literature reviews, identifying
research questions, exploring problems, and developing professional research proposals. By
conducting individual study of a selected topic with faculty guidance, students will improve
their ability to think in a logical way and learn how to evaluate a research design.
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Topics in Parent Education

This course focuses on the main issues regarding parenting and parent education in infant
and childcare services, including the relation between social change and parenting, theories of
parent-child communication, parent self-education, curriculum design, and the development
and evaluation of parent education. Implementation strategies for parent education will be
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analyzed and discussed.
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Data Analysis

The purpose of this course is to improve students’ ability in data analysis and
interpretation. The main topics covered include establishing a data analysis plan, the use of
SPSS, and data analysis.
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Educational Policy

The purpose of this course is to analyze and assess educational policy. The main topics
covered include the context, formulation, implementation, and review of educational policy,
important policies and legislation in the field of early childhood education, and trends in the
integration of childcare and education. The teaching methods used in this course are lectures,
discussions, and project reports.
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